Methods of Bible Study
DVD 1, 2:06:54 – 2:07:45
[Malcolm Clegg] (...) I have already given you the statement of Paul, which he uses in Corinthians: “not I, but the Lord” and “not the Lord, but I”. In other words, Paul, when teaching, in fact teaches on two levels and argues: either this is the will of God or this is how I teach. And in certain places, he, Paul teaches: this is how I teach. Amongst others: I do not allow women to speak at services or assemblies. I do not allow, Paul says. He does not say that God does not allow this. I do not allow this. And Paul had this kind of habit, didn’t he: ‘either or’ – if we can call it a habit – but sometimes this is how it appears in his teaching: God or I.

DVD 2, 0:19:20 – 0:21:00

[Malcolm Clegg] So God has chosen various ways to reveal himself. And in theology these are divided into general revelation and special revelation. General revelation is something which is given to all people in all ages and in all places. What is it, what are the forms of general revelation for all people in all ages and in all places? From that list?
[Listener 1] OK, creation.
[Malcolm Clegg] Creation, exactly. All people in all ages and in all places have the creation. And ...?

[Listener 2] Conscience.

[Malcolm Clegg] Conscience, exactly. All people in all ages and in all places have a conscience, although it is polluted by sin, uh, damaged, we can say. However, we all have some sense of good and evil. Whereas all the other things, if I think about it right now, are forms of special revelation. Among other things this [Mr Clegg picks up a Bible]. This is not general revelation. All people in all ages and in all places did not have what we have at the moment. Not even all people of our time and in all places have what I am holding in my hand at the moment. And not all of us met Jesus. That was a special revelation of God. You were not there, I was not there either. So there are forms of general revelation for all people in all ages and in all places and there are forms of special revelation. And the Holy Scriptures are one of these, written by people.
DVD 3, 1:40:50 – 1:43:06
[Malcolm Clegg] (...) outside Christian circles it is often thought that Christians have blinkers over their eyes, that they are not open and do not want to talk, and, I think, that quite simply they are sure of their own opinions and you can’t discuss anything with them. And, I think, that often this is right, isn’t it, and this is why we are not open and do not want to think differently. It seems to us that we know the only correct truth, the only solution. Of course, there is a certain truth in this, but I think we should not be afraid of discussion, debate, starting a topic, looking from another angle – from the other side – at the same thing. This can enrich us, and I think, when we are thinking of dialogue with other religions and generally with a humanistic world, such an approach of openness, the willingness to ask a question and to think about it, fosters friendships, fosters a good reputation, that these are people who are seeking the truth, who are ready to examine difficult subjects, even to call into question what they themselves think, in order to discover a further, greater, deeper and wider truth. And we require this of people, for example of humanists, Muslims, everyone who differs from us, we require of them the openness to look at reality in a different way from before. Question: are we ourselves an example for them? Can we only say “well, 20 years ago, when I was converted, I changed my opinion, but since then I haven’t changed my opinion on any subject”? Are we an example of people who are learning? Because we require no less of our hearers.
[Transcription and translation: Peter Nicholson]


