Methods of Bible Study, DVD 1
0:00:40 [all times are approximate]
[Malcolm Clegg] In the nineteen eighties I worked very much in Catholic circles, in those years we started Catholic fellowships (…).

0:01:15

[Malcolm Clegg] (…) it was never my intention to convince people to change their church, rather I have always worked and work now in many different initiatives (…).

1:25:40

[Malcolm Clegg] (…) among other things I work among Muslims (…).
Methods of Bible Study, DVD 3
0:23:00 – 0:32:10

[Mr Clegg makes several remarks about Caleb, who “came from a pagan family”. He returns to this in DVD 5, 2:52:40 – 2:53:40: “Who was the first pagan who was sent by God as a missionary to the Holy Land? (...) I discovered this for the first time not long ago, that Caleb was a pagan from a pagan family, and that gives interesting material for thought. A man of faith from the nation of the Canaanites, used by God in his sovereignty.”]

0:32:10

[Malcolm Clegg] In missiology there is the concept of central and boundary thinking
. For example if I am a missionary among Muslims, there is a question – when does a man become a man of God? At what moment? And one way of thinking is boundary thinking – when he jumps over a certain barrier, which I set up. And my barriers are God’s barriers. And so for example he must become a Christian. He must stop being a Muslim. He must read the Bible. He must kneel before God and confess his sins. He must become a member of a Christian church, formally, in the place where he is. He must be baptised. He must go to a church service every Sunday. The question is, what barriers, what boundaries does he have to jump over, to exist in the chosen people, to belong to the chosen people? And different denominations have different barriers which have to be jumped. For some, it is enough to be baptised as a child. For others, well, you have to be converted, and we can differ here as to what that means. For others, you have to become a member of our church and stop being a member of that church
. So that is boundary thinking. Different varieties of it are found in different denominations. But we have it quite well worked out, how a person is to proceed. The spiritual laws – that’s another formula for leading someone to God. So you have to know that God has a plan for you, you have to know that you are a sinner, you have to know that Jesus died for you and you have to receive Jesus into your heart in prayer and so on, and at that moment you become, you are saved, aren’t you? And at that moment you’re in the club, you’re in the elect nation. You can live how you like, but you’re in the club of the elect. Of course God would like you to live better, but you are saved. Aren’t you. Know it. Go to services, pray once a day, read the Bible from time to time and it’ll be OK.

Central thinking is different, isn’t it? Central thinking doesn’t worry about that boundary. So now if I work, using again the illustration of Muslims, what is important for me is that a person is totally devoted to God. What is important for me is to get him moving towards Jesus, to teach him that Jesus should be at the centre, or that God should be at the centre of his life, that he should live theocentrically, in all aspects of his life. And at which moment he becomes a Christian or becomes a believer, or now belongs to the people of God, well I don’t settle that, I don’t even worry about it. Important for me is the direction, that I see that the person is becoming a disciple of Christ. And personally I am an advocate of central thinking. I think that Jesus worked that way. At what moment were the disciples converted, for example? So... [interrupted by question]

[Questioner] So to sum up, we are in a process of salvation...
[Malcolm Clegg] Oh [indicating his ageement; he also nods here]

[Questioner] …and salvation is a question of receiving a glorified body, either by being raptured or by being resurrected.

[Malcolm Clegg] Yes, you can say that, [nodding] that we are in a process, yes.

[Questioner] I think the same.

0:36:53

[Two other people raise doubts about this, and ask about assurance and being saved now. Mr Clegg cuts off the discussion and says it is another subject and that he would like to put off the discussion.]
[Transcription, translation and comments: Peter Nicholson]

� This is a reference to the concepts of bounded, centred and fuzzy sets as applied to conversion by American professor of missions and anthropology Paul Hiebert (1932-2007), formerly of Fuller Theological Seminary and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.


� The lecturer is talking about missionary work among Muslims, but here he lets slip that he is also describing his work among Roman Catholics.





