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[Malcolm Clegg] Somebody has already expressed the opinion that, well, beer, if I don’t remember exactly how it was said, that beer is great, or something like that. I suppose that in this case as well, if we discussed it, more than one person would say that a believer should absolutely not drink beer.
[Listener] Maybe they don’t like beer.

[Malcolm Clegg] Some people like it, some people don’t like it, and some would say that it is absolutely not allowed. And here, in different Christian circles, we would find different approaches. Guinness, for example, if you know Guinness, was created for evangelistic purposes. I don’t know if you know the story. But the man who thought up Guinness was a believer and he did it for evangelism. So we have the very extreme example of Guinness, who tried to solve the problem of alcoholism in Ireland by creating a drink like Guinness, and on the other hand other enthusiasts who would say: ‘absolutely do not put alcohol to your lips as a believer, because you may get drunk and there may be tragic consequences.’ And those people, on this side and on that side, are trying to be devout people, but they have arrived at extremely different conclusions even on this subject, to say nothing of thousands of other Biblical subjects.

[Transcription and translation: Peter Nicholson]

[Comment added by translator] Mr Clegg would do well to read the recently published biography of Arthur Guinness (1725–1803) written by one of the legendary brewer’s direct descendants.
 Born an Episcopalian Protestant,
 Arthur Guinness held ‘tolerant views on religion’
 and thought that ‘religious faith and skill in brewing were quite separate matters’.
 A natural talent at networking and ‘a great joiner of groups’,
 his extensive network of contacts included Protestant Churches – he ‘attended Methodist lectures as well as his regular church ... Arthur may have agreed with the Methodists that all men were equal in God’s sight, but he did not join them’
 – and the Kildare Knot, a non-sectarian
 association of gentry, which Arthur served for many years as secretary
 and where heavy drinking bouts and other excesses were ‘very much expected’
 and ‘entirely acceptable to Arthur’.
 Also a long-standing member of Dublin’s City Council,
 Arthur knew well that the ‘world of the Protestant Ascendancy was a two-way street for an indigenous Irishman if he chose to play by the rules’.

According to Patrick Guinness, the reasons why Arthur switched from brewing ale to porter, a move which gave rise to the creation of his now famous drink, were strictly business and economic ones, related to the rising popularity of imported English porter
 and to unfair tax advantages enjoyed by beer imported from England.

Britons resident in Poland, and not least a lecturer at an institution of higher education, can expect to be asked often about a whole range of aspects of the history, culture and religion of the British Isles. The fact that Mr Clegg is capable of parroting such arrant nonsense would be sufficient cause for concern. The fact that Mr Clegg is working in Poland as a representative of British evangelicalism, the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches and the Particular and Calvinistic Baptist tradition
 is alarming indeed.
Particularly concerning is the fact that this series of lectures, billed as ‘Methods of Bible Study’, purports to present a method of Bible study which does not involve importing any presuppositions into our understanding of the text. Careful analysis of the content of the lectures reveals, however, that they are literally brimming with presuppositions. Introduced by Mr Clegg as deductive statements in his demolition of traditional evangelical views and in clear breach of his claim to be approaching the Bible inductively, they flash by in such numbers that listeners simply do not have time to reflect and react to them. In this short extract we can discern several evident presuppositions. For example, evangelicals who do not drink alcohol are pasjonaci – a word which I have chosen to translate delicately as ‘enthusiasts’ – people who are controlled by passion and who are extreme in their views. Instead of discussing with his hearers the Biblical reasoning employed by evangelicals who do not drink alcohol and responses to these arguments put forward by others, Mr Clegg only mentions two auxiliary reasons as a kind of straw man, which he knocks down with what may at best be called an urban myth. Presuppositions here are that such evangelicals do not advance any Biblical arguments in support of their case and that the two reasons mentioned by Mr Clegg are the best they can manage. A further presupposition is that Arthur Guinness was a believer, and surely the people who attended Mr Clegg’s lectures can never be expected to make a Biblically-informed decision on the difficult issue of a Christian’s attitude to alcohol consumption, when under cover of the oft-repeated no presuppositions motto they were fed yet another presupposition – Arthur Guinness used alcohol for evangelism – a presupposition which is sinister in its patent falsehood.
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